SOUTHERN INDIA
the village rest-house, the chuttrum; or in a house
that has been built by the villagers themselves for
the purpose. No furniture is required. The pupils
sit on the floor and learn to write with the fore-
finger in fine sand sprinkled round them.
When they become adept they provide them-
selves with pieces of dried palm-leaf and inscribe
the leaf by means of a little sharp-pointed stylus
inserted under the thumb nail The few books
used in the village school are made of rectangular
pieces of palm-leaf inscribed in this manner and
bound together with string between two bits of
board the shse of the palm-leaf* When not in use
the books hang on nails in the wall, a safer means
of preserving them from white ants than storing
them on book-shelves.
As soon as the sun rises the pupils run off to
school, returning home for their meals. The
Hindu boy shows very little desire to play truant*
Even if he does not like his lessons he comes to
them willingly all the same* in consequence of his
anxiety to learn*
The boys spend about nine hours of the day at
the schoolhouse. The master gives them his
attention only half that time- He leaves the
elder pupils to teach the younger by a process of